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| an ordinary Capacity may be , 
| able to defend the Proteſtant | } 
Religion againſt the moſt cun ([ 
ning Jeſuit, or Papiſb Pri. 
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She ready to render a Reaſon of thei | 
| Hope that is in you. 1 Pet. iii. 5. 
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A 
P ROT E S T AN T's 
Reſolution, Se. 


© 448 | OW many Regin are there 
| 750 H in the World? 
$$ Anſwer, Principally FoUR. 


Qu. Which are they? ? 


; Pagan 
3 ewi | 
Aꝛſ. 8 


Chriſtian. i | 
Q. Of which of theſe Religions axe het 
A. Of the Chriſtian Religion, 


Q. How many Pariies lay claim to th. 


CO Religion? 
A. Two principally. 


a Which be they, and how are they cal- 


led? 
1 . 4 2 A. The 
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MH. The Papiſt and the Proteſtant. - 
Q. Of which of theſe Parties are you? _ 
A. Of the Proteſtant; | 

Q. What nnderfiand you by a Proteſtant? 


A. One that takes part with thoſe, who, 
In the Beginning of the Reformation, pro- 


teſted againſt the Errors and Corruptions 
of the Church of Rome. oboe 
Q: What are thoſe Errors ? 


% 


A. They are very many: I am rea by 60 


give an Account of ſome of the principal 
of them. | 


Q. What is the firſt Error? 


A. In that they forbid the Bible to be 


read in che vulgar Tongue. . 
Q. What is your Opinion in this Matter? 

A. The Scriptures were written for the 
Uſe and Benefit of- all People; and there- 


fore ſhould be tranſlated into their own 
. Tongues, | | 


Q what end? i 


A. That they may be heard, read and 
underſtood of all. | | 


Q. How prove you that? 


A. Becauſe the Logp frequently com - 
mands the reading of the Scripturss by the 
People, and folemrly charges the reading 
of them to the People.  _ | 
Q. Where is the Command: 

Deut. x*xi. 11. Thou ſhalt rend this 


Jaw before all Iſr:el, in their hearing. John 
V. 39. Search the Scriptares, for in them ye 


think ye have eternal Life, AQs xv. 21. 


. Moſes hath in every City them that preath 
him, being read in the Synagogues every Sab- 


„ I 
bath Day. Epheſ. iii. 4. hereby when ye 
read ye may underſtand my nts By in = 
. Myſtery of Chriſt. Col. iv. 16. When this 
 Epifile is read amongſt you, can ſe that it be 
-yead alſo in the Church of the Laodiceans; 

and that ye oo read the Epiſtle from Lao- 
dicea, 1 Theft. v. 27. TI charge you by the 
LORD, that this Ecifile be read unto all 
. the holy Brethren. Rev. i 3. Bleſſed i he 
that veadeth, and they that hear the Words 
ef this Prophecy, N 3 

222 What is a Second Error of the Pa- 

iſts? = 5 
| . A. Their receiving unwritten Traditi- 
ons, with equal Reſpect and Reverence, at 
we receive the Holy Scriptures. i: 
Q. Wheyein lieth the Evil of this Opinion? 

An this namely, in making Traditi- 
ons of Men equal in Dignity. and Autho- 
Tity with the expreſs Revelations of Gop, 
Q. What is your Opinion in this Matter? 

A. That the Scriptures are in them 
Telves a full, ſufficient and perfect Rule. 

Q. How prove you that; 1 

A. Becauſe it containeth all things that 
are neceflary for Men to believe and do, in 
order to eternal Life, Ifa. viii. 20, To the 
Lam, and to the Teflimny. If they ſpeak nos 
according to this Ward, it is becauſe there is 
mo Light in them. John xx. 31. Theſe are 
written, that ye may believe, that Feſus is 
the Chriſt, the Son of GOD, and that be- 
lieving ye might have Life thro* his Name. 


Gal. 1. 8. Though we, or an Angel from Hea- | 


WH preach any. other Goſpel than that which 
Ret, A3 ; we 


„ 


4 


me have preached unto you, let him be accuv-" 


ſed, Epheſ. ii. 20, Bulit wpon' thi Founda» 
tion of the Apoſtles and. Prophets, Feſus Chriſt 
himſelf being the chief Corner ſtone. 2 Tim. 
iii. 15, 17. From a Child thou haſt known 


the holy Scriptures, which are able to make 


thee wiſe nnto Salvation, thro Faith which 
is in Chriſt Feſus. That the Man of God 


may be perfect, vhronghly furniſhed (marg. 


perfected) unto all good Works, 
Q. What is a third Error of the Papiſts? 
A. That we muſt believe the Scriptures, 
upon the ſole Authority of the Church. 
Q. Wherein lieih the Evil of this Opinion? 
A. It herh in this, namely, that Men 


being liable ro Miſtakes, may lead me in- 


to Errors; ſo that I can never be ſure, that 
What I take as my Rule is indeed that 
right one of God's prefcribing: Therefore 


the Teſtimony of che Church cannot be the 


only or chief Reaſon of our believing the 
Scriptures to be the Word of God, Eph. ii: 
20. Brult uon the Foundation of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being 
the chief Corner: tone. 1 Theſſ. ii. 13. For 
this Cauſe thauk we God without ceaſing, be- 
canſe when ye received the Nord of God, which 
ye heard of us, ye received it not as the Word 
of Men, but (as it is in Truth) che Word of 
A wo which effectually worketh alſo in you that 
elieve. 


Q. What then is the chief Reaſon of env. 


Belief of the Scriptures? 


A. The Teſtimony of the Spirit of God 
in the Word it ſelf, witneſſing it to be of 


* - 


. Oo 
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God, Pſal. cxix. 105. Thy Word is a Tam 
rnto my Feet, and a Light unto my Path. 
Prov. vi. 23. The Commandment is a Lamp, 
and the Law is Light. Heb, iv. 12. The 
Word of God ts quick and powerful, and 
' ſharper than any two edged Sword; piercing 
even to the dividing aſunder of Soul and Spi- 
vit, and of the Joints and Marrow, and is 4 
Diſcerner of the Thoughts and Intez?s of the 
Heart. 2 Pet. i. 19. We have alſo a mare = 
ſure word of Prophecy; whereunto yon do well 
that ye take heed, as unte a Light that ſhi - 
neth in a dark Place, until the Day dawn, 
and the Day-ſlar ariſe in your Hearts. 
Q. What is a fourth Error of the Pa- 
bpiſts? 

A. In aſſerting the Infallibility of their 
Pope and Church, and that every Man 
muſt ſubmit his Faith and Conſcience to 
them. . | 

Q. Do the Papiſis any where aſſert this? 

A. Yes: And Betlarmine in particular 
layeth down this Poſition, „ That if the 
« Pope commands the Practice of Vice, and 
& forbids virtuous Actions; the Church is 
© bound to believe Vices to be good, and 
& Virtues to be bad. Bell. de Puntif. Rem. 
« lib. 4. cap. . | | 

Q. What is the Proteſtant's Belief in this 

r phe | 

A. That there is no human, ſupreme, 
infallible Judge in the Church of GOD, 
to whom all Chriſtians are obliged to ſub- 
mit their Faith and Conſcience in all Mat- 


ters of Religion. 
| AS: Q. How 


me 
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Q. How prove you that? 


- 


A. From three 1 


I. Becauſe it is a greater Authority than 
the Apoſtles did ever claim: 2 Cor. i. 24. 
Not for that we have Dominion over your 


Faith, but are Helpers of your Foy; for by - 


Faith ye ftand. 


2. Becauſe iris contrary to Chriſt's Com- 


mand concerning Trialot Doctrine. 1 Pet. 
iii. 15. Be ready always to give an Anſwer 
to every Man that asketh you a Reaſon of 


the Hope that is in you, 1 John iv. 1. Be- 


- tieve not every Spirit, but try the Spirits 
whether they are of God, | 

d z Becauſe, as to Matter of Fact, Guides 
and Teachers have cauſed the People to ſin 
in following them, Exod, iii. 5. When 
Aaron ſaw it, he built an Altar before it, 
and Aaron made Proclamation, and ſaid, To 
morrow is @ Feaſt to the Lord. Ver. 31. And 
Moſes returned unto the Lord, aud ſaid Oh, 
this People have ſinned a great Sin, and have 
made them Gads of Gold. IIa. iii, 12. 0 
People, they which lead thee canſe thee to ety, 


and deſtrey the Way of thy Paths. Matth. 


Xxii1, 3. Do net ye aſter their Works; for 

| they ſay, and do not. 

Q. What is a fifth Error of the Papiſts? 
A. Thar the Pope is the viſible Head of 
the Univerſal Church. 5 


Q. What is the Proteſtant; Belief in this 


Matter ?- 
A. We deny that there is any ſuch vi- 


fible Head; therefore the Pope cannot be 
2 H 


2. Hew prove yon that? 


(9) 


A. Becauſe neither our 


'Q. Whom then do the Proteſtants affirm 


to be the Head of the Univerſal Church? 


A. Jeſus Chriſt, and him only. 
Q. How prove you that ? | 
A, Becauſe the Scriptures reveal it. Pſal. 


ii. 6. I have ſet my King npon my holy Hill 


of Zion, Epheſ. i. 22. And hath put all 


Things under his Feet, and gave him to be 


the Head over all Things to the Church, 
Q. What is @ fixth Error of the Papiſts? 
A. That Kings and Emperors, with 
their reſpective Subjects, are at the Pope's 
Diſpoſal in general; and particularly that 
the Perſons and Eſtates of the Clergy are 


not under the Power of the Civil Magi- 


ſtrate. | 
Q. What is the Proteſſant's Belief? 
A. 1. ThatKings and Emperors are not 


properly Subjects to the Pope, nor hath 


the Pope any Power to abſolve any of 
their Subjects from their Allegiance. 


2. That even the Clergy are ſubject to | 
ſecular Princes, and their Bodies and Eſtates 


under their Government. 

Q. How prove you that ? . 
. Becauſe they are in the Number of 

thoſe on whom the Scriprure chargeth 


Subjection. Rom. xiii. 1. Let every Soul 


be ſubject to the higher Powers. Tit. iii. 1. 
Put them in Mind to be ſubject to Principa- 
lities and Powers, to obey Magiſirates, 1 Pet. 

| | . u. 


| Creed, nor the 
ſacred Scriptures hath revealed any ſuch 
thing to us. 


* * 
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35 
ii. 13, 14, 15. Submit your ſelves to every 
Ordinance of Man ſor the Lord's Sake, whe- 


Governors, as wito them that are ſent by 

him, for the Puniſhment of Evil doers, and 

for the Praiſe of them that do well: For fo 

is the Will of God, that with well doing ye 

yr put to Silence the Ignorance of foo.iſh 
en, 


ef 


Q. What ſay the Proteſtants ? | 
A. That be is Antichriſt, becauſe none 
ee the Marks of Antichriſt than 
be. . # 

Q. How prove you that ? | 
A. ear 15 Antiehriſt can do worſe 
E Things than he. 2. Theſſ. ii. 3» 47 95 10. 
That Day ſhall not come, except there come a 
falling amay firſt, and that Man of Sin be 
revealed, that Son of Perdition, who eppoſeth 
and exalteth himſelf above all that is called 
God, or is worſhipped; ſo that he, as God, 
fitteth in the Temple of God, ſheming himſelf 
that he is God Ver. 9. Even him whoſe com- 
ing is after the working of Satan with all 
Power, and Signs, and lying Wonders: ver, 
10. And with all Deceivableneſs of Un- 


1 . e in them that periſh, Rev. xiii. 
" TDhbrougbout. 135 . 
5 Q. What it an eighth Error of the Pa- 


! 


ther it be to the King as Supreme, or unto 


2. What is a ſeventh Error of the Pa- 
$ | e 


\ A. That the Pope of Rome is next un- | 


A. That 
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which Reaſon they are commanded fo to 
do, 2 Cor, vi. 15, 16, 17, 18. What Con- 
cord bath Chriſt with Belial? Or what Part - 
bath he that believeth with an Infide!? What 
e Agreement hath the Temple of God with 
* Tdols? Te are the Temple of the living Ged. 
Wherefore come ont from among them, and be. 
ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the 
genclean thing, and I will receive you, ad I 
will be a Father unte you, and ye ſhall be 
v _ and Daxghters, ſaith the Lord Al- 
mighty. | 7 
| O What was there in the Romiſh Reli- 
Lion that occaſioned their Separation? | 
A. In that it was a ſuperſtitious, ido- 
latrous, damnable, bloody, traiterous, blind, 
blaſphemous Religion. | 5 
| Q. But wky do you ſay their Separation WA 
being granted? Do they not grant their Se- 
1 2 paration? 3 1 
| | A. They need not; for the Church of 
Rome more properly ſeparated from them, 
than they from the Church of Reme, in 
tha: they broke off from the Foundation 
of the Apoltle's Du&rine, Which the Pro- 
1 _  reſtants 


A. That the Protefiants are Hereticks» | 
1 for ſeparating from tbem 0 4 
th | Q. What ſay the Proteſtants to this? 1 
AY. A. They fay, that it being granted that f 
4 the Proteſtants did ſeparate from the Church . 
fo df Rome, yet that they did it upon juſt 1 
wy © Grounds. | | RR OTE 1 
h = | Q. Hew do you prove that? | | L 7 
A. Becauſe they did it for the Sake of 1 
3 Chriſt, and the Purity of Religion, for 1 ; 
| 
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X. 4. The Sheep follow him, for they 


„ 


* reſtants retain fill, holding the Head,) the 


Papifts having ſeparated them from their 
Company, and caſt them out for the Son of 


Man's ſake, Luke vi. 22. 


Q. What is a ninth Error of the Papiſts? 


A. That the Church of Rome is the on- 
ly true Church. | e 
Q. What ſay the Proteſtants to this? 
A. We deny it. a 
y? | 


A. Becauſe the Reman Church agreeth 


not with the Definition of a true Church. 


Q. What is the true Church? © . 
A. The true Church is an univerſal Con- 


. or Fellowſhip of God's faithful 
ele& People, built upon the Foundation of 


the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt be- 


ing the Chief Corner-ſtone. 


Q. What are the Marks of a true Church's 
A. Such as theſe: Pure and found Do- 
| Qtrine preached, the Sacraments admini- 


ſtred according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, the 
right Uſe of Eceleſiaſtical Diſcipline. John 

nom 
his Voice, Eph. v. 26. That he might ſaucti- 


fe, and cleanſe it with the waſhing of Water 
_ by the Word. | 


Q. What is a tenth Error of the Papiſts? 


A Their praying to Saints and An- 


els. N 
Q. M bat is the Proteſtants Opinion in 
this Matter? l e 
A. That praying to Saints and Angels is 
2 dangerous corrupting of holy Worſhip, 


and abominable in the Sight of God, = 


Q. Haw 
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F 
Q. How prove you that? Rt, 
A. It is abſurd and ridiculous, - + 

1. They being not capable to hear our 

Prayers: Abraham is ignorant of ns, Iſa. 
2. In that they cannot be ſure they are 

all real Saints co whom they pray; nay, 

we know the Pope hath canoniſed many 

Wicked Men, | 

3. It hath no Warrant from the Word of 
God, but forbidden: Matth. iv, 10. Thon 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and Him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve. ; 
4. It is idolatrous; for, in worſhipping 
Saints and Angels, they do Service to Tum 
which by Nature are no Gods, Gal. iv. 8. 
5. It is injurious to the mediatory Office 
of Chriſt, 1 Tim. ii. 5. There is one God, 
amd one Mediator between God and Man, the 

Man Chriſt Jeſas. 1 John ii. 1. If any 

Man fin, we have an Advocate with the Fa- 

ther, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteons. | | 

56. Angels haverefuſed it: Rev. xxii. 9 1 
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See thon do it not, for I am thy Fellom- ſer- 1 
want: Worſhip God. | 4 2 FEES 
Q. What is an eleventh Error of the Pa- 1 


A. Their Doctrine of Purgatory. _ ? 

Q. What do yen underſtand by Purgatos 'Þ 
9 . 
A. A Place wherein Saints are purged 
after this Life, that were not fully purged 
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here; to the Intent they may enter pu- 1 0 
rer into Heaven. Bellarm. de Purgat. hb, 1 
2. cap. C6. . 4 | | 0 
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(nd: 
cerning Purgatory? - 


Belief of it is dangerous and groundleſs, 


Plate? 

A. From Rev. xiii. 14. Bleſſed are the 
Dead that die in the Lord, from 8 : 
For they reſt from their Labour, 

Q. Why is it dangerous and ground!eſs ? 


in Scripture. 
2. Becauſe they thar belong to God can 


ons he was 2832 
3. Becauſe it denies the Fulneſs of Chriſt's 

Fa SariafaRtion. 

4. Becauſe hereby the horrid Nature of 
Sin is leſſened, 

5. Becauſe the Saint's Confidence and 
Comfort is hereby impaired. The Deſire 
that St. Pan! hath to be diſſolved, 1 185 that 


be may be with Chriſt. Phil. i. 23. 


8 What is a twelfth Errer of the T4 


oh That ſas Sins are Se 


Q. What is the Protefiant” s Belief in this 
Point? 


A. That no Sin is in its own Nature 


venial; but every Sin is deadly, and de- 
ſerves eternal Damnation. Deut. xxvii. 26. 
Curſed is every one that continmeth not in all | 


Things written in this Law to do them. E- 


VIM dak. xviii. 4. The Soul that ſinneth, is al! 


die. 


0. What is the Proteflant's Belief en- 
. That as there is no ſuch Place, fo the 
Q. How prove you that there is no ſuch _ 


A. 1. Becauſe there is no Ground for it 


be no where afflicted, but he is afflicted 
with them: Ife Ixtii. 9. In all their Afiidti- 


i WW 
die. Rom. vi. 23. The Wages Sin is 
Death, Jam, ii. 10. Whoſcever ſhall keep 
the whole Law, and offend in one Point, is 
.gnilty of all, _ 7 G28 
oh What is a thirteenth Error of the Pa» 
ifts ? 
A. Their Doctrine of Merit. 
Q. What is the Proteſtant's Opinion in this 
„ Ls | | 
A That the Reward of good Works is 
not deſerved by chem that receive it. 
Q. How prove you that? | 
A. 1. Becauſe good Works are rewarded 
merely out of Mercy and Grace, Pſal. Ixii. 
12. Unts thee, O Lord, belongeth Mercy, for 
thou rendereſt to every Man according to his 
Wirk, Rom. xi. 6. If by Grace, then is it 
210 more of Wor" s, otherwiſe Grace is no more 
Grace: But if it be of Works, then it is no 
more Grace, otherwiſe Work is no more Work. 
Tit. iii. 5, Not by Works of Righteonſntſs 
which we have dene, but according to his 
| Mercy he ſaved us. 1 Pet. i. 1 3. Hape 
to the End for the Grace that is to be 


j 


brought unto you at the Revelation of Feſms * 
= | 2. Becauſe Eternal Life is the Gift of F77 


God. Luke xii. 32. It is your Father's good. 
Pleaſure to give you the Kingdom. Rom. vi. 
23. The Gift of God is eternal Life. 

3. Becaude Believers owe all ro God, 
therefore can merit nothing from him, 
Luke xvii. 10. When ye have done all that 
yon can, ſay that you ave unprefitable Ser» 
vans, we have dine that which was our 
| | Wy Davy 
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Wy vants, Luke Y11. 10. 
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Paty to do, 1 Cor. iv. 7. What haſt then 
that thog diaſt not receive? Now if thon 
diaſt receive it, why daſt thou glory as if thou 
hadſt not received it? 1 Cor. vi. 19. Te are 
not your own, Phil, ii. 13. It is GOD that 
worketh in you both to will and to do of his 
good Pleaſure. 

Q. What is a fourteenth Error of the ra- 


A, Their Works of Supererogation. 
Q.: What ſay the Proteſtants to this? 
A. That they, who in their Obedience 
attain the greateſt Degree, fall ſhort of 


much, which-in Duty they are bound to, 


much leſs can they do more, or have any 
Oil to ſpare, wherewith to help others. 
Matth. xxV. 9. Tye wiſe anſwered, Not ſo, 
left there be not enough for us and yon. ; 
Q. What is every Man bonnd to do? 


A. To full Conformity in the whole 
Man to the righteous Law of God. | 


Q. Ts not this to be under the Law, and 
not under Grace? g 
A, Believers are not under the Law as 2 
Covenant of Works, bur as a Rule of Life. 


Matt. v. 17. Think not that I am come to 


deſtroy the Law or the Prephets: I am not 
come to deftrey, but to fulfill. Rom. vii. 12, 
22, The Law is ho.y, juſt and good: ver. 23. 
T delighi in the Law of God after the inward 
Man. © 

May not Saints do more Good than 


| they have need of for themſelves ? 


A. No: When you have done all that is 
commanded, ſay, you are mmprofitab'e Fer- 


Q. What 


F 
Q What is a fifteenth Error of the Pa- 
. 
A. Their corrupting the Doctrine of 

Juſtification. | 
Q. Wherein do they corrupt it? | 
A. They tell us we muſt be juſtified i 

our own . ex and that a perf 

Righteouſneſs within us. 8 

Mat mean they by a perfect Righte- 
enſneſs within? | 
A. Any Degree of Charity is their 

| Righreouſneſs in Perfection. | 

. What is the Proteſtant's Doctrine con- 
cerning Fuſtification ? 4 
A. That Believers are juſtified freely by 
the Grace of G O D, whereby heaccepteth 
them as righteous, only for the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt imputed to them. 
Q.: How prove you that? ; 
A. By theſe Scriptures, Rom. iii, 24. 
Being juſtiſied freely by his Grace thro the 
Redemption that is in Feſus Chrift, Ch. v. 
8, 9. God commaideth his Love towards us, 
in that while we were yet Sinners, Chriſt di- 
ed for as: Much more then now being juſii- 
fied by bis Blood, we ſhall be _ ſaved from 
Wrath through him, Chap. x. 3. They be- 
ing ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, and go- 
ing abont to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, 
have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the 

Righteouſneſs of God, Eph. i. 6, 7. Ti the 
Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, wherein 
he bath made ns accepted in the Beloved, 
in whom we have 3 thre his ang” 

| 4 


the For iveneſs 71 Sins according to the 
Riches of hls Grace, j 


* ? 
A. Their worſhipping of Images. 
Q. What is the Proteſtant's Belief? 
A. That it is not lawful to make Images 


of GO D, nor to direct our Worſhipto an 
Image, or by the Help of an Image; or to 


give religious Worſhip to any Creature. 


Martth. iv. 10. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord 


thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, 
Rev. xix, 10. See 3 do it not, 1 am thy 
Fellow ſervant, of thy Brethren. 

Q. What is a er Hur of the Pa · 
pitt 


A. Their praying in an SONS : 


Tongue. 
Q What ſaith the Proteſtant ? 
A. That publick Prayer. is not to be 


made in an unknown Tongue, but in ſuch 


a Language as is underftood by the - Com- 
mon People, | 

Q. What mean you by Pr ayer ? 
A. Confeſſion of Sin, Petition for 
Grace: Interceſſion for others, and giving 
of Thanks, 

Q. Why muſt we not pray in an nnknown 
Tongue? - 

A: Becauſe it cannot be ro > Edificacion; 


1 Cor. xiv. 26. Let all Things be done o 


edifying. Ver, 16. How ſhall he that occnpi- 
eth the Room of the nulearned ſay Amen at 


thy giving of Thanks, ſeeing that he unde r- 
Q. What 


| airs not was then Jax? ? 


. What is a ſixteenth Error of the Pa- 5 
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ſhould 
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needet 


ded to 
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* 
% Their DoQrine of Indulgences.. 


Q.: What do the Papiſt s mean by their 8 


dulgences ? 
A. An Abſolution from the Guilt of Pu- 


niſnment, by the Satisfactions which are 


contained in the Church · Treaſury. 

Q. What is the Proteſtant” s Belief in this 
Matter? N 

A. That Papal Indulgences are the worſt 
of Cheats, and abominable Ine to 
Chriſt and Chriſtians. | 

Q. How prove you that? 
A.. Becauſe there is no Pardonof Sin 
but by the Mercy of God, through. the 
Blood of Chriſt, Rom. v. 1. Being juſtified 


by Faith, we have Peace with GO D through 


our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Eph. i. 7. In whom 
'we have Red 12 through his Blood, the 
Forgiveneſs © 55 atcording to- the Ne 
his Grace. 
2. Becauſe there is no ſuch Thing in 
Scripture, that che Merits of one Saint 
ſhould be able to make Satisfaction for the 
Sins of another. 

3. It is moſt injurious to Chriſt, who 


needeth not any Merits of Saints to be ad- 


ded to his Satis Fe For by one Offering 
be hath perf fected for ever them that be ſanct i- 
fied, He X. 14. ö 
Q. What is 4 nineteenth Error of the 
Papifts? 
A, Their forbidding TERM to marry. 
Q. What 


0 What tan  tighteenth Erroy of the 
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& What do they ſpeak of Marriage i: 
? : 
. They do not forbid all Marriage, but 


ſpeak diſgracefully and contemptuouſty: of 
it. | 


d What ſuy the Protefiants in this mat». 
ter? oz iP 


A. That the Popiſh Doctrine forbidding 
= marry, is deviliſh and wicked Do- 
rine, 


Q. How prove you tba? 


A. 1. Becauſe it is that which GOD 
not only alloweth, but in ſome Caſes com- 


mandeth, making no Exception of the 
Clergy from others. Matth. xix. 11. AI 


Men cannot receive this Saying, ſave they to 


whom it is given. 1 Cor. vii. 2. To avoid 
Formation, let every Man have his own 
* Wife. Chap. ix. 5. Have we not Power t 
lead abont a Siſter, a Wife, as well as other 


«Apoſtles, and as the Brethren of the Lord 
and Cephas? 1 Tim, iii. 2. A Biſhop muſt 
be blameleſs. the Husband of one Wife. Tit. 
j. 6. If any be blameleſs. the Hasband of one 
Wife, having faithful Children. Heb. xiii, 
4. Marriage is honourable in all, and the 
Bed undefi.ed : But Whoremongers*and A- 
Anlterers God willjadge. i 
2. Becauſe it leads to much Lewdneſs 
and Villany, as Fornication, Adultery, In- 
ceſt, Sodomy, Murder, &c. 
3. Becauſe this Doctrine is a Badge of 
Antichrift, 1 Tim. iv 1. 3. The Spirit ſpea k. 
eth expreſly, that in the latter Times ſume 


ſhall depart from the Faith, giving beed to 


ſeducing 
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ES 1 
fauting Spirits, and Dectrines of Devils; 
ver. 3. Forbidding to marry. | 
Q. What is a twentieth Error of the Pa- 
A. Denying the Doctrine of Aſſurance. 
Q. What ſay the Papiſts of it? 
A. That a Believer's Aſſurance of the 
Pardon of his Sins is a vain and ungodly 
Confidence. 
Q. What is the Proteſtant's Belief in this 
Matter? 
A. That it is not only our Privilege that 
we may, but our Duty to labour after Aſ- 
ſurance that our Sins are pardoned. 2 Pet. 
1. 10. Give Diligence to make your Callin 
and Election fare; for if ye do theſe Things 
ye ſhall never fail. 55 i 
Q. How doth it appear to be car Duty? 
A. 1. From the Nature, Uſe, and End 
of the Holy Scriptures, which are a good 
Foundation of Aſſurance. Rom. xv. 4. 
Whatſoever Things were written aforetime, 
were written for our Learning, that wethyo” 
Patience and Comfart of the Scriptures might 
have Hope. | 
2. From the Nature of Conſcience, and 
its Power, 1 John iii. 19, 20, 21. Hereky 
we know that we are of the Truth, and ſhall 
Aſſure our Hearts before him ; for if our 
Hearts condemn ns, God is greater than our 
Hearts, and knoweth all Things; if our Hearts 
condemn ms not, then have we Confidence to- 
wards God. | 5 
3. Becauſe ir hath been attained by o- 
thers, as Feb, David, Paul, &c. | 
e | 4. Be. 
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(a) 


4. Beeauſe God hath appointed Ordi- 3 
nances, that Believers may have Aſſu- 


rance. 
Papiſts? 


ments. 
Q. What is a Sacrament? 


A. A Sacrament is an Ordinance of | 


- Chriſt, conſiſting of viſible Signs, repre- 
ſenting, ſealing and applying Chriſt, and 

the Benefits of 

levers. | 


Q How many — are there in the 


New Teftament ? | 

A. Only Two, wiz. Bapriſ, and the 
Lord's Supper. 

Q. Which are thoſe other Five that the 
Papiſes have added? 

A. 1. Confirmation. 2. Extreme Un- 
EQion. 3. Matrimony. 4. Holy Orders. 
5. Penance. 

Q. Why may not theſe Five be Sacramen · 
tal as well as 2 dhe other Two? 


A. 1. Becauſe there are not ſufficient | 


Parts in any of them to make a Socra- 


ment. Prov. xxx. 6. Add thon not nnto his 


Words, leſt he reprove thee, an thou be Nena 
4 Lyar. 
2. Becauſe there are no Parts of a Sa- 


crament in any of theſe, but what is in- 


cluded in Baptiſm, and the Lord's Sup- 
per. 

Q. What is a twenty ſecond Error of the 
oh: a 


Q. What is a twenty frft Error of the 5 
Ir Their Dogrine of Seren Sacra- 5 


the New Covenant, to Be- 


„ 
r 


Bread 
ſion o 
into t 
and ol 
Blood 


4. Their 


„ 3 


fantiation. ? 


Wine, therefore did not deſtroy them, 


(23) 
A. Their Doarine of Tranſubſtantia- 
non 


Q. What do they underſtand by Tranſub- 


A. That by the Conſecration of the 1 
Bread and Wine, there is made a Conver- 1.4 
ſion of the whole Subſtance of the Bread 
into the Subſtance of the Body of Chriſt ; 
and of the Wine into the Subfiance of the 
Blood of Chrift. _ 

Q. What Scripture do they alledge for 
this? 

A. John vi. 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56. | 

Q. What ſay the Proteſtants to this Aſ- 
© ſerthn? 


A. 1. That Chriſt bleſſed Bread and 4 


* 
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2. That it is Bread and Wine in the Sa- 
crament, which Chriſt hath commanded 
his Miniſters to adminiſter, and his People 
to receive. | 

3. That the Apoſtle himſelf doth no leſs 
than chree times call it Bread and Wine 
44 Conſecration. 1 Cor. xi. 26, 279 
2 | 

. What other Reaſons do the Protefant 
give againſt Tranſubſtantiatin ? 

A. I. it takes away the preateſt Evidence 
of the firſt Wirneſſ-s to Chriſtianity, 1 Joh. 
i. 1. That which we have heard, which we 
- kave-ſren_ with our Jes, which we have look» 
ed #07 z &c Cs 

2. It makes void the whole Inflitucion, 
1 Cor. Xi, 23, 24. I hate received of the 
Lord, 28 78 alſo 1 e unto n, 

that 
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chat the Lord Jeſus, the ſame Night in 
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which he was betrayed, took Bread; and 


 m#vben he had given Thanks, he brake it, and 


Jaid, Take, eat, this is my Body, which is 
broken for you: this do in Remembrance of 
me. | 85 
3. It will not allow Men the Privilege 
ef Beaſts, to judge by their Senſes, as See- 
ing, Smelling, Taſting, &c. 

Q.: What is a twenty third Error of the 
Papiſts? 

A. Their 
to the People in the Sacrament. 
Q. What is the Proieſtant's Belief in this 
Matter? 


A. That every Communicant hath an 
undeniable Right to the bleſſed Cap in the 


Lord's Supper. 


Q. How prove you that ? | 
A. 1, From ” 2 Inſtitution of this Sa» 


: crament, and our Saviour's Command an- 


nexed thereunto. Matth. xxvi. 27. He took 
the Cup and gave Thanks, and gave it 10 
them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it. "4 

2. From the Example and Appointment 


denying the Uſe of the Cup 


ofthe Apoſtles; Mark xiv. 23. And they all 


drank of it. YE 

3. Becauſe without the Cap a Man can- 
not anſwer the End of this Sacrament: 
A's oft as ye eat this Bread, and drink this 
Cups, Jon do ſhew the Lord's Death, till he 
come, 1 Cor. Xii. 26. | 


4+ Becauſe the ſame Right we have to 


Chriſt's Blood, we have to the Cap. Matth. 
AVI. 27, 28. He took the Cup, and gave 


Thank: 
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( 25) 
Thanks, and gave it to them ſaying, Drink 
ye all of it: For this is my Blood of the 
New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many, for 
the Remiſſion of Sins. Luke xxii. 20. This ; 
Cup is the New Teſtament in. my Blood | 
which is ſhed for you. 1 Cor. x. 16. The 
Cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the 
Communion of the Blood of Chriſt? | 
Q. What is a twenty fourth Error of the ' 
A, Their Doctrine of the Maſs. :'BÞ 
Q. What do they underſtand by the Maſs ? '* 
A. That which the Proteſtants (accord- | 
ing to the Scriptures) call the Lord's Sup- 
per, Papiſts call the Maſs, whereby the Sa- 
crament is made a Sacrifice, and offered up 
to God. Bell. lib. 1. de Miſſa cap. 1, 
Q. What ſay the Proteſtants af the Maſs? 
A. That it is a Vain and ldolatroug 
Thing, 2s uſed by them. | 
Q. Why Vain? Eng 
A. Becauſe by Chriſt's Sacrifice, God 
is ſufficiently ſatisfied; and the repenting 
Sinner fully ſecured. Heb. x. 12. This Man 
after he had offered one Sacrifice for Sins, 
for ever ſat down on the right Hand ef 
God. 
Q. Why Idolatrons ? h 
A. Becauſe they make it a meer Ido, 
not only worſhipping it as God, but truſt- 
ing therein for Salvation, as in Chriſt hin- 
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A. 1. GOD, appointed Chriſt for a Sa- 


erifice, but never the Maſs. 


2. The Maſs is not of the ſame Sort or | 


Kind with that of Chriſt crucified. 
Q. Where lieth the Difference? 


A. 1. It was the Sacrifice of the very 


Body, born of a Virgin, but the Maſs of 2 
Piece of Bread, 

2, There was Shedding of Blood, but 
the Maſs is an unbloody Sacrifice, 

3. It had the due Proportion of a Man, 


but the Maſs is a Wafer. | 


Q. Are there no more Errors of the Pa- 


pits? 


A. Yes, many; but theſe are ſufficient 
to make the Proteſtants abhor their Church 


and Doctrine. 


28 * 
„ | 


Q. Where was the Proteſtant's Religion 


before Luther? 


A. In the Bible Doctrinally, and in its 
Fruits in the Hearts and Lives of all good 
Men. | | 


Q. Where were the Diſples Fi called 


Chriſtians? | | 
A. At Antioch the Diſciples were firſt 


called Chriſtians, Acts xi. 26. 


Q. Then the Name of Chriſtian had not 


it Riſe from Rome? 


A. No. 
Q. What doth the Name of Chriſtian pat 


n in mind of? 


A. It putteth us in mind what Chriſt 


-hath done for us, and the many Benefits 


we obtain from his Life, Death, Reſur- 
rection and Interceſſion. 1 


: Q. Whas | 
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(27) 
Q. What more? | 
A. It is 4 Remembrance undd us whe 


: we oni do for Chriſt, in Gratitude of 
- What he hath done for us. 


Q. Do not Popiſh Prieſts, Feſnits, and o- 
thers, that die for Treaſons and Murders, die 
like Chriſtians. 


A. No: True Chriſtians at their Death 


| will give Glory to G OD. 


Q. Do not they give Glory to Ged? 

A. No: If they did, they would confeſs 
their juſt Deſerts that bring them to thac 
Puniſhment. 


Q. Why do not they confeſs their 1 


NMarthers, &c. when they come to die for 
them ? 


A. Becauſe their Church forbids them 
to confeſs to Proteſtants, which they call 
Heretick s. 

Q. How dot h that appear? | 

A. In chat they receive their Abſolution, 
upon Condition that they die concealing 
the Crime for which they die. 

Q. Upon what Principle do they proceed i ia 
this? 

A. Upon this Principle, namely, That 


no Man owes his Enemy Truch. 


e 

A. 05 then he owes him what may 
be a Means for — Preſervation. 

Q. What Uſe do they make of this Prin- 


ciple? 


A. That the Proteſtants being Adver- 
ſaries to the Church of Rome, her Sons 
owe them nothing but Ruin and De- 

C2 - ſtruction; 


(28) 
flrudion; and the vileſt Means they ean 


- uſe for that End, are meritorious and glo- 
' TOUS. a | 


Have not inſerted the Quotations ander 


the five laſt Queſtions, in regard the 
Authors are ſo numerous; if the Papiſts 
ſhall deny it, ler the Reader perufe what 


\ The Proteſtant Authors have quoted out of 
the Romaniſts own Books, and he will 


find, that they do not only make this Kind 


of Perjury blameleſs, but neceſſary: Breach 
of Oachs is no leſs with them than a Vir- 


tue, or a neceſſary Duty, in many Caſes, 


_ eſpecially when any Thing of Moment is 
to be oppoſed, which is againſt the Laws 
of the Romiſh Church: Againſt that par- 
ticularly of the General Council of Late- 
ran, under Pope Innocent III. which for- 


bids all Favour to be ſhewn to Hereticks, 


under the foreſt Penalties and Decrees: 


That Favourers of Hereticks are under 
Excommunication, if they will not break 


their Oaths made in Favour of Hereticks, 


and that by the Sacred Decree of their 


Church he muſt be forſworn, if he will 


not be excommunicated, and thereby ex- 


poſed to the Violence of every Hand (as 


Sir Edmonabury Godfrey was) yea, one 


that hath taken the Oaths of Allegiance 


and Supremacy, according to their Doctrine, 
fins morcally, and puts himſelf into a State 


of Damnation; nor if he takes theſe Oaths, 


— 


(for that their Prieſts may diſpenſe with) 


bur if he keeps them. So Pope Marti V. 
: | 8 de rel 


So (29) 
declared in Writing to Alexander, Duke of 
Lithnania. Know (lays he) that thou ſin- 
neſt mortally, if thon keep thy Oath with 
Hereticks. Apud Cochlæum, Ib, 5. Hiſt. 
Huſſitarum. | 
Hereby it appears, that no Papiſt can 
poſſibly give any Security which may be 
truſted, that Proteſtants ſhall enjoy any thing 
which is in their Power to ae. them 
of; for the greateſt Securities that can be 
given in this Caſe are Engagements of 


Faith and Truth; Gop being invocared for 


Confirmation in ſolemn Oaths ; but their 
Religion has laid ſuch ſtrong Bonds upon 
them to break all Bonds that may favour 


the Proteſtants, that it leaves no Hope of 
Salvation to them who will not at their 


Deaths take upon their Salvation the 
greateſt Untruth, if the Catholick Cauſe 
may be holpen by it: For another General 
Council, that of Conffance, hath determined, 
That no Faith is to be bept with Heretichs, 
in the Nineteenth Seſſion of that Aſſembly, 
« That no ſafe Conduct given by Emperor, 
« King, or Secular P:ince to Hereticks or 
« any defamed for Hereticks, tho* with a 
« Deſign to reduce them, by what Engage- 
« ments ſoever they have obliged them- 
te ſelves, ſhall hinder thoſe Hereticks from 
*© being deſtroyed, though they came to 
** the Place of Judgment, relying upon 
* ſuch Security: as in John Hyaſſe's Caſe, 


by Pope John XXII. Hereby Proteſtants 


may underſtand What Reaſon they have to 
wh | C2: truſt 


„ 

truſt to nothing among Papiſts, but what 
Will keep them out of their Power, ſeeing 
the Principles of that Religion (not pri- 
vate Men's Opinions, but the Determina- 
tions of Couhicils) bind them to obſerve 
no Faith, or Truth, or common Honeſty, 
with thoſe whom they account Hereticks; 
no, not when Life is concern'd, rather 
than a Proteſtant ſhall be ſafe in any of his 
Concerns where they can reach them. It 
is a Virtue, a Duty in their Religion to 
| Map aſunder all Security (by Which the 

World- hath hitherto been preſerved) to 
ruin a Heretick, 

They, who would ſee more of this at 
large, may read the F-ſmits Morals, the 
Practical Divinity of the Papifts, and My- 
ery of Feſnitiſm, beſides the late Inſtances 
they have given at their Deaths, who have 
been Executed for Treaſon and Murders, 
denying the things for which they ſuffered, 
tho? proved upon them as clear as the Sun 
at Noon-day ; occafioned by the Awe their 
Prieſts have upon them; being ſo far led 
away with them, that the Obedience of the 
dying Proſelyte is prevalent, even above his 
Conſideration for a future Eſtate. | 

This will be more apparent, if we con- 
ſider, that Hundreds of 1rifh Papiſts are exe- 
cuted in the Kingdom of Ireland every Year 
for Murder, Thefts, & c. And though ta- 
ken in the very Fact, yet when they come to 
die, uſually take it upon their Deaths, and 


us they muſt appear before the Great Judge 


that 


eee 
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that knows all Things, that they are as in- 

nocent from the Fact for which they die, 

as the Child unborn. For they having diſ- 

charg'd their Conſciences by confeſſing to 

the Prieſt, and received his Abſolution, it 

would bring an Odium on their Religions 

and would be a ſtrengthning the Hands of 

the Proteſtants, if the Prieſts ſhould ſuffer 

| it. Whereas, on the other Side, could they 
F _ perſuade the ſimple People to believe they 
died innocent, they hope it may lay a Stain 
upon that Religion, which they call ſooften 
by the Name of Hereſy. And tho” thoſe 
Prieſts have always that Regard to their 
Church, as to impoſe upon the Priſoner, 
to let the World know. ke dieth a Reman 
Catholick; yet he hath alſo much Care of 
1 * the Man, that he muſt not defire the Pray- 

| ers of any bur Papiſts. | 

0 Theſe Things being ſo uſual among 
them, any conſiderate Man will eaſily judge, 
without Breach of Charity, upon what 
Ground ſuch Men are ſeduc'd to commit a 
Sin, and then our-face the Truth of the 
Matter of Fact, even in the Face of Death, 


1 BEcauſe the Papiſts ſhall not ſay, the 

| Charge I give their Religion under the 

eighth Error is groundleſs, I ſhail inſtance 
in particular; And, 
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1. 1 ſay *tis a Superſiitions Religion, 


It were innumerable to recount the ma- 
ny vain Fopperies in their Devotions which 
they place Religion in: As the Tooth of 
St. Chriſtopher ; The Hair of St. Peter's 
Beard: The Shift that came off the Back 
of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, and the Duſt 
and Vermin which they keep of ſome Saints. 
Palla, a great Perſon of Learning and E- 
- minence among them, faith, © There are 
« Ten thoufand ſuch Things in Rome, if 
© the Hoſt fall to the Ground, it mult be 
4c licked up, the Ground is to be ſcraped, 
et and the Scrapings reduced to Aſhes are to 
« have Place among their Reliques. 


Add to this their Holy Water, their 


Salt, their Spitile, their Holy-Cyl, their 
Beads, Whippings, Fiſh-days, Pilgrimages, 
Nunneries, Croſſing themſelves, Baptiſing 
of Bells, Fonts, &c. So that the great E- 
raſmns in his Annotations approved by 
Pope Leo the X. faith, © Their whole Re- 
e ligion is almoſt brought to their ſuper - 
& ſtitious Treatment of Reliques, thro? the 
4 Coverouſneſs of Prieſts, and the Hypo- 
* criſy of Monks, fed by the Fooliſhneſs 

vr of the People. | 


2. *Tis an Idolatrous Religion. 


In invocating Saints, Adoring the Hoſt, 
- and Worſhipping Images: Their Worſhip- 
| | ping 


* 
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ing of Reliques, giving Religious Wor- 
ſnip to ſuch Things as they do but fancy 
to be Reliques; and not only when they 
are Whole and ſound, but when they are 
corrupted and reduced to Duſt, or nothing 
elſe left of them, but the Vermin bred in 
them. Henricus, one of the School Doc- 
tors, concludes, «© That the Reliques in 
© the Form of Duſt and Aſhes, may, and 
e ought to be adored, but not under the 
« Form of Vermin;” and gives ſome 
© Reaſons for it. But their great Vaſquez re- 
| jets this Scruple, and the Ground of it 
as Vain and frivolous ; and concludes, They 
may be worſhipped as well when they are Ver- 
min, as when they are Aſhes. Beſides, their 
Angel-Worſtyp, Image-Worſhip, and Saint - 
Wordhip. . 


3. Is a Damnable Religion. 


In that it overthrows the very Founda- 
tion of Chriſtianity: Their DoGrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation overthrows the Truth 
of Chriſt's Human Nature: Their proper 
Sacrifice, his only Sacrifice, for Sin offered 
once for all: Their Doctrine of Merits, 
his Merits» The Munultitude of Media- 
tors among them deny that only Mediator 
berween GOD and Man, the Man Jeſus 
Chriſt ; Their ſacrificing- Prieſts overthrow 
Chriſt's Prieſtly Office: Their vilifying 
the Scriptures, and ſetting up their unwrit- 
ten Traditions, to be received with 5 


(34) 
Reverence with them, overthrows Chriſt's 
Prophetical Office. | 

The great Article of Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
and free Juſtificarion thro* the Grace of 
GOD in Jeſus Chriſt, is overthrown by 
their Doctrine of Merit, Pardons and In- 
dulgences, &c. | 


4. *Tis a Bloody Religion, wherein Papal 
Rome exceeds Heathen Rome. 


Witneſs the horrid Murthers and Maf- 
facres of the poor Waldenſes, who have been 
perſecuted with Fire and Sword, Armies 
and Inquiſitions, and very many Thouſands 
(nay infinite Numbers) of them have been 
iahumanly murdered. 

That barbarous and- prodigious Villany, 


and great Maſlacre of Proteſtants in France, 


Anno 1572, where about thirty or forty 
thouſand innocent Proteſtants in Paris, and 


other Parts of France, were ſuddenly and 


7 


inhumanly murder'd by Papiſts. 

Witneſs Spain's Invincible Armada, in 
Anno 1588, when Rome's Force threaten'd 
to ſwallow us up; Witneſs the Gun powdery 
Treaſon, a black and unparallel'd Villany, 
worthy Reme and a Feſnit; the blowing 
up a whole Parliament, King, Lords, and 
Commons, the murdering a Kingdom in 
its Repreſentatives, and this in a Mo- 
ment. f 
After that, their bloody Rebellion in 
Ireland, where they murdered a hundred 


thouſand 
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thouſand Proteſtants in cold Blood, with». 
out any Provocation given, bur to kill He- 
reticks. 

Add to this their bloody traiterous Deſign 
againſt King Charles Il. the Government 
and the Proteſtant Religion; a Conſpiracy, 
had it taken, might have turned Eng/and 
into Aceldama, a Field of Blood, or Sham- 
bles of Popiſh Butchers, Theſe Things 
conſidered, I hope no Man will be ſo mad 
to kiſs the Pope's Toe, until his Nails be 

pared, ſo as he will not ſcratch, and make 


— e Blood run about the Mouths of Chriſten- 
m. | 


5. *'Tis a Traiterons Religion, 


For they teach, That the Pope may de- 
poſe the Emperor, or a King not ſubje# to 
the Pope: That the Pope may lawfnlly 
abſolyve Subjects from thety Oath of Allegi- 
ance. 
That Subjects, if they have the Pope's 
Conſent, (which they are ſure to have, if it 
| makes for his Intereſt) may depoſe their 
N King, That if the King be a manifeſt He- 
1 retick, (as all the Proteſtants are with them) 
then the Church may depoſe him. Nor 
f have they been wanting to put this their 
\ Principle into Practice, fo often as they 
| could find Occaſion: As their Attempts on 
Queen Elizabeth, by Piſtol, Dagger; On | | 
King James, by Powder: Treaſon; on 
King Charles I, &c. 

| Nor 
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| Nor have we only Inſtances at Home: 


but abroad; the Murther of Henry IV. of 
France, and many others; but above all, 
the unparallel d Murther of that Emperors 
whom they poiſon'd with the Sacrament; 
I call it anparallel d, having never met with 
2 Religion before, that would poiſon their 
God to kill their Emperor. 


6. It is a blind Religion. 


It leads Men out of the Way of Salva- 
tion; it hides the Danger of Damnation (to 
all who have not their Hearts throughly 
changed from the Love of Sin, to the Love 
of God and Holineſs) from their Eyes; it 
covers the Pit (whoſe Deſcent is into that 
Which is bottomleſs) with Spiders Webs, 
and perſuades them it is firm Ground; it 
leaves them no Senſe nor Notice of many 
Sins, no Conſcience of the moſt, no Fear 
of any; no, not of the worſt, ſuch as them- 
ſelves call deadly Crimes; it gives as much 
Security to ſuch Wickedneſs as a Heart 
that hath ſold it ſelf to it need wilh for: 
It keeps the Bible, the Law of the Lord, 
which good Men make @ Light to their 


Feet, and a Lanthorn to their Paths, away 


from them; it will not ſuffer Men to be- 
Lleve their Senſes, or act their Reaſon, nor 
bottom their Faith upon the Scriptures. 
That, as that General En blinded the Men, 


then led them into the Enemies Quarters, 
_ Jo they do; and all the Anſwer you ſhall 


have 
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have from the common Sort among them, 
is this, They believe as the Prieſt bids them; 
and if he deceives them, the Devil take him, 

And as their Faith is, ſuch is their De- 
votion, the Matter of their Prayer is lock'd 
up from them, and they as little concern- 
ed to know what becomes of them; ſure, 
if the Blind lead the Blind, they muſt both 
Jall into the Ditch, | 5 


Laſtly, Ie is a Blaſphemous Religion, 


In aſcribing the peculiar Excellencies of 
Divine Majeſty, and the Prerogatives of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſl, to the bleſſed Vir- 
gin, and other Creatures, and to their 
Popes, tho* diverſe of them, as themſelves 
acknowledge, were Monſters and incarnate 
Devils. 
When one Phocas took the Emperor 
Maurice and his Family Priſoners, who was 
his lawful Sovereign, and having ſlain his 
Wife and Children before his Eyes, not 
ſparing the lictle Innocent which hung ar 
the Breaſt, did afterwards cauſe his Maſter's 
Throat ta be cut likewiſe; a Procedure ſo 
black and barbarous, that Hiftorians cannot 
mention it without Horror. 8 
Yer Pope Gregory congratulates this 
bloody Treaſon with abominable Blaſphe- 
mies, and begins his Addreſs to this Phecas 
in his thirty fixth Epiſtle, with Gloria in 
Excelfis, the Song of the Angel at the Na- 
Uyity of our Saviour, G/ory be te God 1 
5 & hig £1 


b 

bigh; and then proceeds, Let the Heavens 
ſend forth Acclamations, the Earth leap for 
Foy, and let all the People be glad thereof. 
The Jeſuits frequently teach, Thar Jeſus 
Chriſt might have ſinned, might have been 
ſubject unto Vices, might have fallen into 
Error and Folly; and that it is no more 
repugnant to him to err, or to ſpeak a 
Thing falſe in itſelf, by the Nature he hath 
aſlumed, than to be tormented and die in 
the ſame Nature; ſo Amicus, fo Vaſquez; 
and many more of them. 

No other Sort of Hereticks (not except- 
ing Turk, Few, nor Pagan, no not thoſe of 
Galcnte, who adore the Devil) did ever 
maintain by the Grounds of Religion, that 
it was lawful, or rather meritorious (as 


ligion; and altho' particular Men of all Pro- 
feſſions of Religion have beenſome Thieves, 
ſome Murtherers, ſome Traitors; yet ever 
when they came to their End and juſt Pu- 
niſhment, they confeſſed their Fault to be 


on. But theſe Perſons cleave to it at their 


Deaths as zealouſly, as if all they had been 
doing were the immediate Guidance of 


my. | 


the Romiſh Catholicks call it) to murther 
Princes or People, for the Quarrel of Re- 


in their Nature, and not in their Profeſſi- 


the bleſſed Spirit, Such is their Blaſphe- 
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A ProTEsTanT Father's Letter of 
Advice to his Son, in Danger of 
being ſeduc d to PoreRy, 


SON, : | 
BY a Letter laſt Week from your Uncle, 
I am; to my Grief, informed, that you 
have lately fallen into the unkappy Ac- 
quaintance of ſome Popiſh Emiſſaries, and 
are in Danger of being inveigled by them 
to revolt from the Proteſtant Church, to 
that of Rome, I confeſs the News much 
ſurpris'd me, and I cannot but eſteem it 
an eſſential Part of my Fatherly Care to 
admoniſh and warn you, both of the Un- 
reaſonableneſs, and Danger of ſuch a 
Change. I do not much admire, that thoſe 
that have been always converſant in 
Darkneſs, ſhould find their Eyes offended 
with the Light; which makes me extend 
very charitable Thoughts to poor Souls 
trained up in Papal Ignorance, labouring 
under the almoſt invincible Prejudices of 
Corrupted Education, and Erroneons Princi- 
ples; but that you, born and brought u 
in a Goſpel Meridian, and (as I well hop'd) 
underſtandingly grounded in the Proteſtant 
| Dockrixe, 


portant Truths, and be gull'd and cheated 
out of the Religion ſealed with the Blood 
of your Martyr'd Anceſtors, and hazard 
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Doctrine, ſhould now ſtagger in thoſe im- 


your Soul by a Relapſe to that long ſince 


exploded FaGion, and their ſlaviſh as well 


as ridiculous Superſtitions, is Matter of no 


leſs Wonder than Trouble to me: The ra- 


ther; for that I am ſatisfied your Circam- 
ſtances admit not of any Temptations of 
Profit or Honour to engage you to their 
Party; and without thoſe Allurements, I 


_ profeſs you are the firſt that my Experience 


can remember in Danger of ſuch a ſhame- 
ful Apoſtacy. 


I ſhall not ſwell this Paper with a par- 
ticular Examen of all the Rom ſh Errors; 


that Task has been ſufficiently and unan- 
ſwerably perform'd by a Multitude of our 
Learned Writers, to whom I refer you, 


and charge you to weigh their Arguments 
before you bfg 


ſeriouſly, r your Judgment 


to be debauched to a contrary Perſuaſion ; 
but becauſe I have fome Hopes your Duty 
and filial Reſpe& may oblige you to a 


more near and ſenſible Regard of What is 
ſaid (tho? briefly and weakly) by my ſelf, 
(that can have no Deſign but the Good of 
your Soul) than to the abler Reaſonings 
of others more remote; I ſhall offer ſome 
General Conſiderations, which, methinks, 


ſhould deter you from caſting away your 


ſelf in their Commu1.z0n, 
Firſt then, 1 do affirm to you, that the 


Body of the Popiſh Religion, fo far as it 
5 . differs 
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differs from the Proteſtant) is compoſed 
(notwithſtanding all their Pretences to An- 


tiquity) of ſtrange Doctrines, Innovations 


855 and Abuſes, never inſtituted by Chriſt, nor 


warrantable by Holy Scripture, nor known, 
nor practis'd in the Primitive Church, but 
introduced at ſeveral Times in latter Ages, 
meerly to ſerve the Pride or Vanity, the 


Cov etonſneſs, or the Senſuality of the Inven- 


tors. 
2. That their Doctrine interfere with, 
and infringe the Greatnefs and Sovereignty 


f God, and tend to the diminiſhing the 


Hononr and Service due to him; witneſs 


their dividing Adoration betwixt him and 


Images, Invocation betwixt him and Saints, 
8&c. Now what grofs and horrible Sacri- 


lege is this? What is it lefs than to diveſt 


him of his Royalty, and give his Glory to 


another ? e 
3. Their Dodrines tend to the dethroning 


of Chriſt, the diſparaging his Performances, 


and leſſening the Glory and Praiſe belong- 
ing to him; Si their dividing their 
Sovereignty and Headſhip betwixt him and 
the Pope; Satisfaction betwixt his Sufferings 
and their own Merits; and Interceſſion be- 
twixt him and Saints. 

4. Their Doctrines are againſt the Power 
of Gadlineſs, and rob God of his prime da- 
erifice, the Heart; Witneſs their Tenets, 
That the Opus operatum is enough, their 
Prayers in an unknown Tongue, and their 
aſſigning to God chiefly External Superficial 
Service, conliſting in a Rabble of Empr 

D Childilh 


e | 
Childiſh Rites, and Gandy Ceremonies, there- 
by taking from Him the nobler Part of His 
Creature, without which the Service or E- 
macerations of the Body, how Splendid or 
Severe ſoever are no more pleaſing to Him, 
than the noiſome Evaporations of a purrid 
Carcaſe to us. | 1 8 
F. Their Doctrines tend not only thus to 


Formality and Lakewarmneſs, but to open 


Prophaneneſs and Diſſolate Living; witneſs 
their Notion of Venial Sins, their Abſola- 
tions, Indulgences, Diſpenſations, &c. It be- 
ing obſervable, that che moſt Ignorant and 
Careleſs, or the moſt Wicked and Debanch- 


ed, make up the greateſt Part of their | 
Proſelytes; nor is it ſtrange, ſince falſe 


Principles, and bad Lives (like Ice and Wa- 
ter) murually beget each other, 
6. Their Doctrines are abſurd, | 
1. Witneſs their Fancy of the Pope's In- 
fallibility. You can ſcarce caſt your Eye 


on any Story where the Yillany of Popes 


28 not at large diſcovered. And who can 
believe that the pure Spirit of GOD ſhould 
endow with 
Monſters ſo viſibly fulſome and abominable? 
We lind that the Holy Ghoſt did under the 


Law hate and forbid all imparities, though 
in mere outward Circamſtances; how then 


ſhould he under the brighter Light of ch 
Goſpel ſuffer himſelf to be poured out o 


one unclean Veſſel into another; begin- 


15 ning again with a Conjarer, where he left 
Wich a Sodomite. | 3 

2. No: 
3 | 


nfallibility of Judgment, 


- 


0 e o LEW - al] 
Rb ot os 


＋6•˙.:vIi ne Rate 


„„ 3 92 

2, Witneſs likewiſe their Prayers for the 
Dead: A Practice (if I may uf 17. a 
Compariſen) altogether as vain and imper- 
tinent, as that of Bowlers ſtrenuouſſy cry- 
ing out, Rab or Fly, after they have deli- 
ver'd their Cafe. , 
3. Witneſs to their darling Whimſy of the 
Corporal Preſence, attended with a numerous 
Train of Contradifions and Incongruitzes : 
They ſay, It is a Sacrament (or Sign) and 
can it be at once both the Sign and Thing 
fignified? If it be Chriſt's Body really, how 
is it Sacramenrally? If Sacramentally, 
how really and corporally? They ſay, There 
is no real Preſence "till the Prieſt repeats the 
Words; and if ſo, then the Creature (and 
oftentimes a ſad one) makes his Creator; 
and in receiving, the Creator is compre- 
hended by the Creature; Abſardities nothing 
hort of Blaſphemy. When our Saviour in- 
ſtituted the Supper, and ſaid, Take, eat, 
Ec. Was the Bread and Wine, both the 
Giver and the Gift, the Body bleſſing, and 
the Body bleſt? Did the fame Body hold 
the ſame Body in its own Fingers? Was 
it eaten in Piece: by every one of the Diſ- 
ciples; and yet then all whole without them 
all? Myſteries of Religion may be above, bus 
never ſo directy againſt Reaſon; and ſeri- 
ouſly I admire any Man of Senſe can be 
a Papiſt, when the chief Demonſtration 
of his Religion muſt be his not underſtand- 


ing it. 


4. © Their DoArines are dangerous to 
u the Temporal Eſtate, and juſt Rights of 
8 9D 2 « Prins 


„ Uu 
x Princes; witneſs their Uſurpations o- 
* ver (not to ſay Aſſaſſinations of) Kings, 
« Diſpoſing of Crowns, Abſolving Sub- 
« ſects from their Allegiance, &.“ For, 
In ſhort, the whole Romiſh Hierarchy is fo 
far from being ſuited within the Order of 
the Goſpel, that the main Deſign of their 
Popes, Cardinals, Feſmits, and Fryers of ma- 
ny Serts (eſteemed of the Religions Tribe) is 
but to advance themſelves above all that is 
called God, and to gratifie their baſe Luſts, 
inſtead of pleaſing Him. AK 
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DiztEcTIONs how you may keep your ſe 
From being a Papiſt. 


1. QTudy to have right Notions and due 
Apprehenſions of the Matter, Import 
and chief Deſign of the Goſpel : Be not a 
Stranger to the Knowledge of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Bleſſed Spirit. Acquaint 
your ſelf with the Myſtery of the Goſpel, 
as it lies in the Perſon, Nature, Offices, 
Life and Death of the LORD Redeemer. 
Let the Scriptures be your conſtant Coun- 
ſellor; without Knowledge the Heart 
cannot be good; and a bad Heart is prepa- 
red to ſuck in bad Principles: Tis not for 
Nothing the Papiſs make Ignorance the 
Mother of their Devotion; they that have 
truly learnt Chriſt, and the Goſpel, will hardly 
be taught by Rome's School Maſters. 
' 2. Study a ſound and thorough Conver- 
fron: I never yet knew any Man _ 
x : e wit 


1 . 
with a broken and contrite Heart (chat is 
a Heart broken for Sin, and a Heart bro- 
ken off from Sin) chat ever Was taken with 
their Religion. | . 
3. Get a faithful and tender Conſcience ;'I 
Tay, faithful, for then it will not be ſatiſ- 
fied with Droſs inſtead of Gold, with Paint 
inſtead of true and found Piety. A faithful 
Conſcience will inform you, that God is 4 
Spirit; and the more ſpiritual we are in 
our Devotions, the more we pleaſe Him: 
That it 15 not a pompous bur a pure Wor- 
ſhip that he is delighted in. And as to 
Expiation of our Guilt, Nothing but the 
Blood of Chriſt can take away Sin: That 
it is not their blind Penances, Pilgrimages, 
Croſſings, Cringings, will anſwer the great 
End of our Redemption; but à Heart de- 
voted to His Fear and Love, and a Mind 
fully ſet upon Him. 

4. Be well acquainted with the Plague of 
your own Heart, the Nature of Original 
Sin, how it hath defiled and weakened all 
the Powers of the Soul. This will let you 
ſee the Neceſſity there is for the bleſſed 
Spirit to heal and help thoſe Spiritual Di- 
ftempers ; that without Him you can do No- 
thing; that it is he that works in you both 
to will and to do. | 

5. Look upon Superſtition as a Fruit of 
the Fleſh; and that Nothing is more grate- 
ful to Fleſh and Blood than Idolatry and 
Formality; they that know what prone- 
neſs there is in the Nature of Man to a 
carnal, ſenſual, vain Religion, will not 
1 | | think 
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think it ſtrange that the Papiſts have foiſt- 
ed in ſo many fulſome Things into their 
Worſhip, to comply with the carnal Hu- 
mours of Men. | LN 

6. Be much in the Duty of Mortiſica- 
tion, and that will acquaint you with the 
Way, Means and Manner of it; it is thro? 


the Spirit Believers come to mortifie the 


Deeds of the Fleſh; at beſt the Popifb 
Penances can but pen up Sin, but the next 
Temptation will break the Hedge: Whereas 
the bleſſed Spirit lays his ſtrong Hand up- 
on the irritating Power of in- dwelling Sin, 
and thereby ſubjects the Heart unto him- 


Felf ; he heals the Pollution of our Nature, 


renews us in the Spirit of our Minds, 


cleanſes our Affections, and thereby cauſes 


us, who formerly delighted in Fleſh-plea- 


fing Vaniries, to delight our ſelves in Him, 
His Word, Will and Wa 


4 Sc. 
7. Know the Miſchief of Idolatry: The 


ſetting your ſelf againſt Heart Idols will 
keep you from Idol-Worſhip. You know 


who tells us expreſly, 7 will not give my 


"Praiſe to graven Images. Remember how 
ſmartly the Fews ſuffered for this Sin, and 
yet had not ſuch a Spiritual Diſpenſation 
as we that are under the Goſpel: If it be 
ſo dangerous to ſhape Ideas of God in our 
Fancies and Imaginations, though never 10 
much raiſed in our Invention, how dan- 

erous muſt it be to be in a Place where 


Tuch Images are found in Wood and | 


Cloth? 


& 


| CORE. 
Laftly, Allow your felf in no known 
Sin: *Tis the Conſcience being made de- 

ceitful through ſuch deceitful Works, that 
makes People forward to cover themſelves” 
with thoſe Figments of Popery, Whereas 
the Man that makes it his due Care, and 
Conſcience, to keep himſelf unſpotted from 
allowed Evil, is the likelieſt Man to fave 
himſelf from ſuch an untoward Generation 
of Men, as would put ſuch a Yoke on us, 


as neither we nor onr Fathers were able to 
bear. | 


Sur Careful Father, GG, 
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Fuſe Publiſhed. 
5 A MeMORIAL of the REFORMATIGN, 
chiefly in England; and of Britain's 
Deliverances from Popery and Arbitrary 
Power, fince that time, to the Year 1719. 
Containing the State of the Reformation 
under K. Hen, VIII. K. Ed. VI.and Q. Eliz, 
with the Principles and Endeavours of 
thoſe who have from time to time ſtood 
for a further Reformation, as a ſhort 
Hiſtory of Non-conformity : A particular * 
Relation of all the Plots and Conſpiracies o | 
of Papiſis and others againſt the Reforma- 
tion, and Civil Liberties of the Land: 
Some ſhort Memoirs of the Civil War in 
K. Charles Iſt's time; and a diſtin& An- 
wer to the Queſtion, Who cut off the King's 
Head? By the Reverend Mr. B. BENN Er. 
The Second Edition, with large Additions, | 
89. Price 5 . | 
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